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11 October 1984 

^CONVENTIONvuarfare^going^on ii^NiS ™ T * dlfferent vieH of the kind of 
story? an ~ iaa ^rHafthr enaries ’ 

HOLHAN : They call themselves soldiers of fortune freednm 
f ìghters , mercenaries or mercs. They believe U‘s " 

appropnate for Americans with militarv skni.\o 
put it, 'work free-lance in foreìgntL^noa ^for thSy 

Sos a” U 5ie TherS are hUndreds ° f the " nere - 

recentlv nnf on hh 1 "“V are P°l iee "on. They 

recently put on their canouflage uniforms and cane to Las 

Ohfck S fhe°°nr nt r- They Cane t0 ah00t ' tSJwS 
check out the newest weapons, they came to simulate a 

hostage rescue and they came to honor two fellow soldiers 

MAN* ^would^suh^i- 1 ?^ m ° nth in Ni cara gua. UNIDENTIFIED 
man. . I would submit to you, ladies and gentlemen that 

the reason those people died is because they believe Wp 

believe, don't we, ladies and gentlemen? Y We 


H0LMAN: The fact 
go out and fight 
convention goers 
mercenaries . One 
lives in New York 
battle. DR. J0HN 
every step on the 
not duplicated in 


. is that very few of these men actually 
m foreign lands. But among the 
there was a handful of real, full-time 
of them calls himself Dr. John. He 
City and he's anxious to return to 
: There's exhilaration from knowing that 
general path might be your last It's 
civilian life. 


H0LMAN: Last year Dr. John organized this invasion force 
overthrow the government of Surinam in South America 
He also has fought against the government of NicaragÌa 
Right now Dr . John has put in bids to fight in three 
separate battles. He says his skills are very much in 
demand. DR. JOHN: What I i„ particular have to seli are 

arms°enrt C fn? nS ’ ? confc f cts ™ the world of munitions and 
banking^ ternafclonal fc ransport and international 

H0LMAN: Before he became a mercenary, Dr. John was a 
clmicai psychologist. But at age 43, he made a career 

f Kf S r he fights partly for ideol °gical reasons, 
he also fights for money. Dr. John gets $2,000 to $5,000 
a month, plus expenses, for his work. DR* J0HN: I 
believe m what I'm doing. I'm a private citizen actually 

ìo? of^rpM? events . There's a lot of reinforcement, a 
iot of gratification there. So the original irapetus is 
altruistic. I have to make a living at it, of course, or 
I couldn't do it very long or I'd be crazy to do it. 

H0LMAN: But is it legal to fight as a mercenary? 
Republican Congressman Jim Leach, who sits on the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, says there are laws governing 
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aercenaries. REP. JIH LEflCH (R.-Iowa) : Under the 

prohibi ted ? Ct ’ f ? reI ? n or United Sta tes eitizens are 
rovernl r? fr °" P iannin g to atte.pt to overthrow foreign 

UnitecTstates? ‘ n " ar fr °" the shores ° f the 

laws # aDDlv°to n tÌeÌ " ercenaries see l<ing advice on how these 
to thea regularly turn to attorney Dana 

*Janko»ski, Hho has himself fought as a soldier of 

fortune. DflNfl JflNXOHSKI: If y 0 u and your buddies get 

together and say, 'Hey, guys let's get together and go on 

the^fun oflrfnd bl °" a hrid 8 e , you know, just for 
/ ncfi and . then °°"> e home , ' you have now violated 
this law of engaging m an expedition against a friendlv 

What°th^ eCaUSe HaS launched fron > the United States/ 
What this means ìs, nobody can set up a conspiracy in the 

tha^ ? tate r t0 80 d0wn t0 Nicara gua and drop mines in 
n?nh?h-t° r ’ ^ 6Xample * 30 the law ^Pecifically 
P f°^ tlfcs f ercenaiues frora being recruited in the United 
States or from makmg plans while in this country. 

HOLMAN: Those who practice the mercenary life have found 
ways to circumvent those laws. DR. JOHN: If I me et a 
client and we discuss, in general terms, their situation 
and my mvestigation proves that it is valid and then 
we re ready to move into the planning stage, we go to a 
foreign country to continue our business. ÌeACH? Sey've 
taken law mto their own hands. They've become V 

United^Statp 1 Vigilante f* And fche questioh.is whether the 
frim ?h St te ^? 0Vernnienfc Hanfcs fc0 di 'sassociate its policy 

ss ntit or not - (vide ° ef / r - j ° hn sin g ie g 

HOLMAN. Dr.. John says his fights are always in America's 
best mterests andthat the U.S. government always knows 

?h n r e o r uV f XS % ^ hi ? fcs fchafc his P 3 ^ is sometimes filtered 
through front organizations for the CIA or throueh 

Kn r nZ tS f riendl y t0 fche Unifced States. On cfmera, he 
wi 1 make only one cryptic statement about his 

a ^ onsh ^P ^feh the. U.S. government. DR. JOHN: There 
.ave been times when I've had intimate contact with 
employees of the United States government. 

HOLMAN: Since the government has not cracked down on 
mercenanes , Congressman Leach believes the administration 
ìs undermming Congress' attempt to limit the number of 

r I pAPH- )er 5S nnel 3nd dollars g°ing to Central America. 

LEACH. When you have private citizens take war-makine 
authonty mto their own hands and then when you have § a 
government assist these private citizens, you have a real 
breakdown m the contract under our Constitution between 
the executive and the legislature. It's this 
constitutional issue that overwhelms all 'others bv 
comparison. J 
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adMnhf ? ne h Ì gh ' rankin S official of the Reagan 

to do w^h ° 33 d6nied that the govennmenfc has anything 

to do with mercena nes. Robert McFarlane, the president's 

6 at ^We a dn SeC r rity ^ adVÌSer ’ Saìd ° n thÌS P r °S ram on Se Pt- 
6, We do not condone and encourage, endorse nor 

kÌnd ° f thing - ' McFa nlane acknowledged 

United happen ’ bufc nofc wifch fche encouragement of the 
United States government.^/ 
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